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species of Myxomycetes with stalks, the stalk is a tube through
which the plasmodium moves upward.

Prior to spore formation the nuclei divide and the chromosomes
are reduced to the haploid number.  At about the same time the

FIG. 658. Spongospora subterranea, the causal organism of powdery scab of
potatoes
A, a single uninucleate amoeba in young host cell; B, three amoebae in a cell,
one of which is binucleate; C, several small amoebae in a celt; Z>, formation
of plasmodium; E, F, approaching and fusion of nuclei in pairs; (?, anaphase
of the second meiotic division; H, balls of spores in a host cell; 7, section of
spore ball showing spores. (After Osborn)
protoplasm divides up by cleavage into smaller units. Finally each
piece of protoplasm contains a single nucleus. Each protoplast
then secretes a cell wall and becomes a spore. The sporangia of the
Myxomycetes show some superficial resemblance to plant structures,